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STATISTICS FOR GERMANY ON EU-LEVEL
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Progress and Maturity Level 2018

3https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/country-factsheet_germany_2018.pdf



State of Play on OpenData - 2018

4https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/country-factsheet_germany_2018.pdf



OPEN DATA POLICY IN GERMANY
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EU Laws and Regulations connected to OpenData in 

Germany

• Council Directive 90/313/EEC of 7 June 1990: Freedom of Access to 

Information on the Environment

• PSI Directive 2003/98/EC of 31 December 2003: re-use of public sector 

information 

• Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 

March 2007 establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the 

European Community (INSPIRE) 

> All implemented on national level and level of the 16 federal states of

Germany

> Resulting in EGOVG August 2013: Electronical Access to Government 

independent from time and space
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Goals of the National EGovernment Strategy in 

Germany (2010)
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IMPACT OF OPENDATA: STRATEGIC 

AWARENESS

https://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/topics/administrative-reform/open-government/open-government-node.html
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Open government - A culture of innovation and 

cooperation in government - Philospohy of OpenGovernment in 

Germany from the Federal Ministery of Interior, Building and Community 

“Open Government describes a development towards more collaboration, 

participation and transparency in public administration. The core issues of 

Open Government are to improve services for citizens, to raise confidence in 

institutions and to create a culture of openness and citizen engagement. The 

strength of democracy is based on the ability to listen to and work with each 

other.

“[…] Open Data is a tremendous resource and essential for a modern Open 

Government policy. Societies are fueled by the availability of reusable public 

data and innovation. That is why the Federal Government is passing a bill to 

realize the principle “open by default” for the first time. The bill will provide legal 

security for public servants and a sustainable approach to more useful open 

government data. The bill is expected to become law in the summer of 2017.

The idea of Open Government has progressed beyond technology. It is no longer 

just about publishing data. Open Government has become a driver of innovative 

approaches to overcome social challenges. Being open to new ideas and being 

willing to listen to citizens’ concerns is a central element of our civil society.
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Barrier: Federal Structure in Germany

Government 

• 1 Nation > 14 Ministeries

• 16 Federal States 

> 12 Ministeries

• 294 Administrative Districts > 

6 Departments

• 11.012 Municipalities >

6 Departments
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Federal Structure of Germany

11Statista 2019, Data Source: Statistisches Bundesamt

Population size of local governments in Germany Local Governments as Providers of OpenData

70 of 11012



Blocking attitude of data providers

• „The data is mine, I don‘t want to

share!“ 

• „Why should I share?“

• „The data underlies the data privacy

rules, I can‘t share“

• „The data can be used from „wrong

persons, it‘s not justified to share“ 

(right wing parties, media)
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OPENDATA PORTALS IN GERMANY -

EXAMPLES
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National Level: OpenData Portal Germany

14https://www.govdata.de

Population 

and 

society



Search by map/location
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Search results
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Available data
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23.986 Datasets in 13 categories, 10 different licences and 10 different data formats



State Level: OpenNRW – Northrhine Westphalia

18https://open.nrw/



Municipality Level: OpenData Portal Bochum
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Example Dataset Population
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DATA QUALITY

21"Dieses Foto" von Unbekannter Autor ist lizenziert gemäß CC BY

http://piqs.de/fotos/115309.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Lack of Standards

▪ Datamodells

▪ Formats

▪ Data Quality

▪ Portals

▪ Licences

22



CONCLUSION
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Barriers

24https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/country-factsheet_germany_2018.pdf

• Legislation is spread across the different levels of the federal structure and 

Open Data does not have the same weight everywhere

• Legacy systems, lack of metadata (therefore high effort to create it for 

publishing), different metadata standards, various different platforms to 

publish data

• Additional personnel or budget is normally not available for Open Data

• Capacity building within the administration

• Open Data is well known to a relatively small community, but not to the 

broad public. Besides the funding programmemFUND(see Q3.10), the 

participation in the Open Government Partnership (OGP) overall brings more 

awareness

• Data cannot be used as long as it is not open. A lot of interesting data, 

especially for citizens, is located at the local level. With the federal bill and 

the commitment of the Länder to also make respective legislation, the 

amount of published data shall be increased



„Readiness of Germany“
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Vancauwenberghe, G., K. Valečkaitė, B. van Loenen and F. Welle Donker (2018). "Assessing the Openness of Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI): Towards a 

Map of Open SDI."
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